
 

 

 

 

 

 

  2016 OEDA  
  Annual Summit 

 

“Connect and Collaborate” 
 

October 19-21 
 

Columbus Marriott Northwest 
 

On behalf of the Ohio Economic Development Association, we cordially invite you to join us 
for the 2016 OEDA Annual Summit.  Our theme for this year’s Summit is “Connect and 

Collaborate.” 

   
While the State of Ohio and our local communities have taken advantage of many development 
opportunities, there are many others yet to be realized.  In light of this year’s theme, the Annual 
Summit Committee has worked diligently to create an agenda offering opportunities for you to 
hear about and discuss successes and lessons learned across Ohio in our rapidly changing 
profession. 
 
Ohio has increased its attractiveness for investments from around the globe and its business 
climate rankings are proof of it.   The 2016 OEDA Annual Summit will illustrate the broad 
reach that economic development has and how we collaborate with partners in workforce, the 
private sector and other development agencies. We look forward to seeing you at the Summit in 
October. 
 
 

Jennifer Ekey, Economic Development Director, City of Middletown 
2016 Annual Summit Committee Chairperson 
 

 
 
 



Schedule of Events 
 

 

Wednesday, October 19th    
 
 
10:00-11:00 Welcome & Opening General Session - Websites that Work: New Communication  

Strategies for 2017 

Presenter:  Aaron Brossoit, Chief Executive Officer, Golden Shovel Agency 

Economic development organizations across the country are implementing new strategies to keep their communities in 
front of business owners and site selectors. Learn through dozens of examples the latest online strategies for success 
being applied in this ever competitive industry. Learn how to leverage your website, social media, content and regional 
groups to stand out in the crowd. What Attendees Will Learn: 1) Maximizing exposure with quality content – 2) Turn your 
region into a powerful communication network – 3) Social media trends that work - 4) Killer first impressions - 5) Micro 
sites and targeting audiences. 
Location:  Dublin Ballroom  

 
11:00-12:00 Micro to Macro:  Ohio Port Authorities Make Impact  

Panelists: Todd Castellini, Director of Public Finance, Port of Greater Cincinnati Development 

Authority; Thomas J. Winston, Vice President, Administration & Chief Financial Officer, Toledo-Lucas 

County Port Authority; Harry A. Eadon Jr., President and Executive Director, The Economic 

Development & Finance Alliance of Tuscarawas County.  Moderator: Gail Paul, Director of 

Communication Strategy, Port of Greater Cincinnati Development Authority 
With a wide range of development finance tools, public-sector programs, and partnerships, Ohio Port Authorities are part 
of a growing conversation about innovative redevelopment projects that are intentional about creating social impact. 
Programs like PACE, revolving loan funds, regional bond funds, and programs specifically targeted to stabilizing historic 
properties often make social impact real estate projects feasible. Using examples of real deals, panelists will discuss the 
challenges and opportunities of financing various types of projects that create positive community benefit in addition to 
economic value. 
Location:  Dublin Ballroom 

 

12:00-1:00 Networking Luncheon 

Location:  Dublin Ballroom/Atrium 
 
1:00-2:00 CONCURRENT SESSIONS: 

 

1) Understanding Downtown Redevelopment Districts 

Presenters:  Scott Ziance, Partner, Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease & Jeff Siegler, Director of 

Revitalization, Heritage Ohio 

With the recent passage of the Downtown Redevelopment District legislation, Scott Ziance, partner with the the 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease law firm, and Jeff Siegler, Director of Revitalization with Heritage Ohio, will 
explain how the legislation works and how it can be used to assist downtown revitalization efforts.  
Location:  Dublin Ballroom 

 

2) Case Study: How One City Government Started its Own Business to the Benefit of Others 

Presenter:  James Stifler, Economic Development Director, City of Hudson 

In the summer of 2015, Hudson, Ohio, introduced Velocity Broadband, a City-owned and operated broadband 
Internet service, making it the first city in Northeast Ohio to become a "Gigabit City." In this presentation, the 
City of Hudson will share how and why it chose to offer its own Internet service, and how that decision has 
positively impacted the City's business community and development efforts. Created directly in response to 
requests from the business community, Velocity Broadband was a challenging but successful endeavor that has 
ultimately helped to position the City as a prime destination for area businesses to grow.  
Location:  Franklin Ballroom 



 

 

2:00-2:15 Networking Break 

Location:  Atrium 

 

 

2:15-3:15 CONCURRENT SESSIONS: 

 

1) Navigating Public Financing Options for Ohio Businesses 

Presenters:  Michael Kinninger, Loan Officer, Ohio Statewide Development Corporation, Vince Paumier, 

Community Development Specialist, USDA, and Randy Monhemius, Business Program Specialist, USDA 
Local Economic Development officials are often the first point of contact for Ohio businesses with financing 
needs. In addition to JobsOhio financing for larger projects, there are numerous state and federally funded 
programs that partner with private financial institutions (banks, credit unions) to finance business investment. 
Local Economic Development officials can be a valuable, unbiased advisor to an Ohio business looking to 
navigate these options and find a program that best fits its needs. 
This session will give a brief overview of some commonly used public financing programs in Ohio. Some of the 
programs discussed will include the following: 

• SBA 504 and 7(a) Loan Programs 

• Ohio Regional 166 Loan Program 

• USDA Rural Development Loan Programs 

Location:  Dublin Ballroom 

2) How to Solve a Parking Problem in the Community 

Presenter:  Jean Carter Ryan, President, Columbus-Franklin County Finance Authority 
The vibrant neighborhood with trendy restaurants and shops. The hustle bustle of an outdoor shopping district. 
The development of a new mixed-use space. Positive for economic development ... but problematic for people in 
search of nearby parking. Successful developments like these strengthen economic development. The community 
benefits are numerous; however, parking - or a perceived lack of it - can pose a serious threat to the long-term 
sustainability of these public spaces. Jean Carter Ryan, president of the Columbus Franklin County Finance 
Authority, has worked with developers, cities and economic development executives to develop creative parking 
solutions and mixed-use development. In this presentation, she'll share four case studies, how the projects were 
funded, and tips for economic developers seeking innovative parking solutions:  

• Hubbard Parking Garage. In 2012, the Finance Authority issued $9,830,000 in bonds to finance a 
parking garage in the Short North. By adding 250 public spaces, the garage aided in alleviating issues of limited 
parking capacity in a high demand area.  

• Gramercy (Easton) Parking Garage. In 2013, The Finance Authority took title to the Gramercy Parking 
Garage allowing a tax savings to the developer. ETC Garage, LLC built a $22 million, 1,060-vehicle parking 
garage.  

• Grandview Yard. In 2014, the Finance Authority issued $107 million in bond financing for further 
development in Grandview Yard. This phase of the project included public infrastructure improvements, off-site 
improvements, and additional parking decks.  

• Dublin Bridge Park CBlock. Last year, the Finance Authority issued $42 million in financing with a 
capital lease/bond fund structure for the private development and public improvements including a parking 
garage at the new Dublin Bridge Park development project.  

• Bridge Park West. This year, the Finance Authority issued its second financing of $43.5 million in 
public and private improvements of the Dublin Bridge Park project. The port authority will be financing multiple 
phases of the project that will include parking and mixed-use facility development. Location:  Franklin 

Ballroom 

 

 

3:15-3:30 Networking Break 

Location:  Atrium 

 
 
 



 
 
3:30-4:30 Innovative Workforce Solutions:  How a County Came Together to Fight the WAR  

on Talent 

Presenters:  Bethany Dentler, Executive Director & Kimberly Marshall, Economic Development Director – 

Medina County Economic Development Corporation 
A Community Collaboration to Showcase Manufacturing and Attract Workforce This session will share the story of how 
Medina County, in an effort to increase the workforce pipeline, organized a day-long event focused on showcasing the 
manufacturing industry. Presenters will discuss how the collaboration came together, the logistics of organizing the 
event, the impact of the event, how its success has led to a longer-term strategy to deal with workforce development 
challenges, and how this can be duplicated in other communities. The presentation will detail how a county-wide steering 
committee organized the "Made in Medina County" Manufacturing Expo in November 2015 under the leadership of City 
of Medina and the Medina County Economic Development Corporation. The event's mission was to raise awareness and 
educate residents, students and businesses about the economic importance and career opportunities provided by the 
manufacturing industry. The collaboration involved over 24 municipal partners, chambers, and businesses that organized 
the event, which included over 40 manufacturing exhibitors and a keynote speech by Google's top-ranked futurist, Thomas 
Frey. The Manufacturing Expo attracted over 700 visitors, including students from every Medina County School district.  
Location:  Dublin Ballroom  
 
 
4:30–6:00 Networking Reception, sponsored by the Ohio Council of Port Authorities 

Location:  Atrium 
Meet one-on-one with your colleagues in economic development!  This is your opportunity to gather resources and 
contacts that can assist in making your community competitive!   
 
 

 

 

Thursday, October 20th  
 

 

8:00-9:00 Networking Breakfast 

Location:  Atrium 
 
 
9:00-9:30 OEDA Annual Business Meeting/Legislative Update 

Presenters:  Paul Brehm, 2016 OEDA President, Chris Slagle, Partner, Bricker & Eckler, and Rob McCarthy, 

Associate, Bricker & Eckler 

Location:  Dublin Ballroom 
 
 
9:30-10:00    Ohio Development Services Agency Update 

Location:  Dublin Ballroom 
 
10:00-10:30 JobsOhio Update 

Presenter:  John Minor, President & Chief Investment Officer, JobsOhio 

Location:  Dublin Ballroom 

 

 

10:30-10:45 Networking Break 

Location:  Atrium 

 

 

 

 



 

 

10:45-11:45    Brownfield Redevelopment:  The Good, the Bad and the Ugly 

Presenters:  Joe Reidy, General Counsel, Wagenbrenner Development; Paul Toth, President, Toledo Lucas County 

Port Authority; Diana Rife, Revitalization Program Director, JobsOhio; Emily Moser, Program Manager, Council 

of Development Finance Agencies.  Moderator:  Mark Barbash, Senior Strategic Advisor, Council of Development 

Finance Agencies; 

Brownfield Redevelopment continues to be a high priority for Ohio communities. This panel of experts in the field will talk 
about some of the benchmark projects in the state, and update on programs at JobsOhio and CDFA. 
Location:  Dublin Ballroom 
 

 

11:45-12:15 Networking Break 

Location:  Atrium 

 

 

12:15–1:30 2016 Annual Economic Development Awards Luncheon, sponsored by Bricker & Eckler 
The Ohio Economic Development Association's annual excellence awards program recognizes the achievements 
individuals and organizations in Ohio in the areas of economic and workforce development.     Join us as we recognize 
excellence state-wide!   
Location:  Dublin Ballroom 

 
 
1:45-2:45 CONCURRENT SESSIONS: 

 

1) A Vision for the Future:  Setting Up Your Community for Success 

Moderator:  Nate Green, Montrose Group 

Panelists:  Ryan Scribner, Economic Development Director, Pickaway Progress Partnership; Bob Lamb, 

Economic Development Director, Delaware County; Sara Marrs-Maxfield, Executive Director, Athens 

County Economic Development Council; Doug Adkins, City Manager, City of Middletown 
Communities that implement strategic plans achieve more success than those that do not. Austin, TX implemented 
a strategic plan in 1957 that lead to early investments from IBM, Motorola and Texas Instruments that laid the 
foundation for growth and prosperity into the 21st Century. This panel will discuss the process of economic 
development strategic plans through three distinct phases: learning, listening and doing. The panelists will 
discuss the strategic planning process in their respective community, the success they are seeing as a result, and 
the engagement process of their community's business and community leaders as well as the public in making the 
strategic plan a success. Come hear their stories and how strategic planning can benefit your community. 
Location:  Dublin Ballroom 

 

2) Cornerstone Business Park - A Chronology of a Successful Closed Auto Plant Redevelopment 

Presenter:  Larry E. Finch, AICP, Director of Community Planning & Development, City of Twinsburg 

In 2009 Chrysler Corporation announced the intended closure of Twinsburg largest industrial employer; the 
Twinsburg Chrysler Stamping Plant. This 2.2 million s.f. industrial facility, located on 165 acres of land at the 
primary entry to the City became vacant in the following year as a result of Chrysler's bankruptcy. This 
presentation provides a chronological outline of the City's reaction and subsequent efforts. The closing 
represented a loss of 12% of the City's revenue, resulting in various cost containment measures. In spite of the 
loss, the City worked cooperatively with property owners and eventually secured assistance to enable the site's 
clearance, cleanup and redevelopment. This property once again contributes to the City's economic base by 
providing employment and tax revenues. A link to the Cornerstone websites can be accessed at 
http://cornerstonebusinesspark.com 
Location:  Franklin Ballroom 

 
 
2:45-3:00 Networking Break 

Location:  Atrium 
 



 
 

3:00-4:30 What’s Your Story?  The Business Case for Storytelling 
Presenter:  Carol Johnson, Continuous Dialogue 

You have a story to tell.  Who needs to hear it and share it?  Learn the steps to define and share your story whether it is 
your personal leadership impact, your organization’s value or your community’s differentiated advantage.  We need more 
leaders who effectively communicate value in these politically adversarial, resource constrained and rapidly changing 
times.  Find your voice and build leaders who champion you, your organization and your community.  This one hour 
interactive workshop will provide the steps for impactful storytelling made easy. 
Location:  Dublin Ballroom  

 
 

4:30-5:30 New Member Introduction Reception 
New members, get to know the leadership of OEDA and find out how you can get involved in the organization.  Join us for 
cocktails, networking, and information you need to know! 
Location:  Franklin Ballroom  

 
 

 

Friday, October 21st  

 
 

8:00-9:00 Breakfast Roundtable Discussions 

Join us for roundtable discussions on relevant economic development industry topics!  Choose from these six roundtable 
discussion options: 

1) Art in Economic Development, led by Nicholas Coggins, Western Reserve Port Authority and Julie Edwards, Trumbull 
County Planning Commission 

This presentation will focus on how the Trumbull County Brownfield Coalition utilized the arts to leverage new advocates for 
Economic Development. In the early stages of the Coalition’s FY 2013 US EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant, it became 
apparent that residents, property owners, realtors, and elected officials in Trumbull County were either uneducated about 
brownfields or did not see the value in redeveloping contaminated properties.  As a result, the Coalition partnered with six 
local photographers to produce art shows at two local galleries.  By utilizing visual imagery as an educational tool, the 
Coalition was able to connect with residents, property owners, realtors, and elected officials and change the way they looked 
at vacant and underutilized commercial and industrial sites.  The Coalition showed that brownfields can be an incredibly 
powerful asset that drives business creation and job growth due to the fact that they are large tracts of affordable land 
packed with potential for economic development because they offer access to highways, rail lines, and other infrastructure 
that businesses need. 

2) GASB 77: What Economic Development Professionals Need to Know, led by Adam Bering, Principal, Tax at Ernst & 
Young 

3) Retail Development:  How to Strengthen Your Sales Tax Base, led by Bryce London, Director-Retail Strategy, The Retail 
Coach 
Helping your existing retailers thrive and recruiting new retailers that are the right fit for your community, have now become 
important parts of our economic development programs. But where you do you start in this era of "clicks versus bricks"? 
Come discuss your community's challenges, opportunities and strategies for expanding retail development today. 

4) Sites, led by Kristi Clouse and Philip Smith, JobsOhio 
As a state, Ohio is continuously looking to improve its site selection approach, and better position itself to win projects. 
 Company’s timelines are shrinking, their expectations are rising, and availability of accurate information is crucial.  A 
proactive approach to understanding and communicating data associated with our existing site inventory is essential if we 
are to remain competitive in this environment.  Simultaneously, we must maintain and strengthen partnerships with our 
utility and infrastructure stakeholders if we are to ensure accuracy of the information we provide to prospects. 

5) Tourism as Economic Development 
6) Young Professionals in Economic Development, led by Andrea Enders, REDI Cincinnati 

As a young professional, new to economic development, I encourage you to join me for a conversation about all things 
economic development. We want to know what OEDA can do to better serve our YP members as well as learn how you’re 
innovating in your community. What challenges are we encountering and how can we use our fresh perspective to be 
innovative and effective ED practitioners? Let’s discuss ways to connect and network throughout the year with our YP ED 
peers. Not sure if you’re a YP? All are invited, but YP is typically considered anyone under the age of 40.  

Location:  Dublin Ballroom 
 



 
 

 

9:00-10:00 The View From The Field – Connecting Best Practices and Practices to Avoid 

Presenter:  Tonya Crist, Co-Founder and Principal, InSite, LLC 
This session will present attendees with observations and examples of “best practices” in site presentation and prospect 
recruiting from across the nation. Participants will learn about innovative techniques in the collection and presentation of 
data that is germane to prospects considering expansion and relocation opportunities. Just as importantly, participants 
will be exposed to what not to do, and what not to leave undone when responding to client requests, so as to avoid early 
elimination in the site selection process. 
 

 

10:00-10:15 Networking Break 

Location:  Atrium 

 
 
10:15-11:30 Site Preparedness for Economic Development 

Presenter:  Courtney Dunbar, CEcD, EDFP, AICP, Industrial Program and Economic Development Leader, 

Olsson Associates 

In this session, key aspects of identifying, assessing, planning, and aligning site inventory to attract economic 
development opportunities will be discussed.  Participants will learn how to effectively use their understanding of their 
local sites inventory to optimize their capital expenditures for preparedness, maximize their marketing efforts, and align 
incentives to meet the needs of prospective users. 
Location:  Dublin Ballroom 

 
 
11:30–11:45  Summit Closing Remarks from OEDA President Paul Brehm & President-Elect Dan Evers 
Location:  Dublin Ballroom 

 
 

The 2016 OEDA Annual Summit is recognized by the  

International Economic Development Council (IEDC)  

as a professional development event that counts toward  

recertification of Certified Economic Developers (CEcD). 

 

 

 

2016 Annual Summit Hotel Information 

The Columbus Marriott Northwest will be the host site of the 2016 Ohio Economic Development Association 
Annual Summit.  The Columbus Marriott Northwest is located at 5605 Blazer Parkway, Dublin, OH  43017.  

You may book your hotel room now for the 2016 Annual Summit!  A limited number of rooms have been 
blocked for the nights of October 18, 19, and 20 at the discounted rate of $140 per night for single and double 
rooms.  The reservation deadline is September 27, 2016.  

You may make your reservation online by visiting http://www.ohioeda.com/AnnualSummit, or directly at 
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cmhnw?groupCode=DEVDEVA&app=resvlink&fromDate=10/17

/16&toDate=10/21/16&stop_mobi=yes.   Or you may make your reservation by calling  1-800-Marriott - 

be sure to mention that you are booking your room in conjunction with the Ohio Economic Development 

Association Annual Summit. 



 

 

 

 

2016 ANNUAL SUMMIT REGISTRATION  
 

Registration is available online via credit card, check, or purchase order! 

  

Visit www.ohioeda.com to register today, or register directly at 

http://www.ohioeda.com/event-2237393. 

 

 
* OEDA memberships are individual memberships, not organization-based. The person registering must be  
a current OEDA member to receive the member rate. 
 
All-Inclusive Summit Registration (All three days – Oct. 19-21 - does not include pre-conference) 
OEDA Member* ...................................................................................................................... $375 
Non-Member ............................................................................................................................ $475 
 
Join OEDA Now and Save! 
NEW Member Package ........................................................................................................... $600 
All-Inclusive Registration and OEDA Membership through 12/31/17.  Does not include pre-conference. 

 
One Day Summit Registration (select Wednesday, Thursday, OR Friday - does not include pre-conference) 
OEDA Member* ...................................................................................................................... $175 
Non-Member ............................................................................................................................ $275 
 
 

Policies: 

Please register online by October 10th.  No refunds will be granted after October 10th.  Registrations with 
payment pending will be responsible for full payment if cancellation is received after October 10, 2016. 
 
If you are an established Platinum, Gold, or Silver Investor receiving a complimentary registration as a 
sponsorship benefit, you may register online. Your main sponsorship contact will be sent an email with a 
Registration Code. Once you have the code you can register online by selecting one of the registration options 
listed as “Investor”. After you have selected your desired “Investor” registration option, you will then be asked 
for the registration code. Once you enter the code you, will then enter your registration information and click 
next. You will then be asked to review and confirm your information, if everything is correct select “Confirm” 
and your registration will be submitted without any payment due. 

 
 

Ohio Economic Development Association, 17 S. High St., Suite 200, Columbus, OH  43215 
Phone:  614-228-4706, Fax:  614-221-1989, Email:  oeda@assnoffices.com, www.ohioeda.com  


